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Foreword 

When I was requested by the 2009 Committee of U3A Kingborough to put together this 

record, and then began to write it in late October 2009, I was struck by the coincidence 

that it was almost exactly ten years to the day since the initial meeting which set up this 

valuable and valued organisation for older people in our neighbourhood.  

It was towards the end of the United Nations International Year of Older Persons 1999 

that, at 10.30 am on 22nd October, a meeting was held in the Kingston State Library to 

propose that a branch of U3A be set up in our Municipality. Harold Graham, a stalwart of 

School for Seniors, organised for representatives of the U3As already functioning in the 

State – Clarence, Hobart, Tasman and Cygnet – to come and to tell anyone who was 

interested about the possible project. Seventy-eight older people turned up to hear about 

it. Obviously there was a demand for educational programs for local ‘mature-age 

students’. Harold had done his homework, knew what he was on about and proceeded to 

invite the formation of a Management Committee to organise starting this project in 

Kingston, naming me as its President.  

I have to confess I knew next to nothing about U3A before that day although I had been 

involved in education at every level – kindergarten, primary, secondary, university and 

TAFE, as student, teacher or administrator- for most of my adult life. Third-age learning 

was a whole new concept for me, as well as for the other members of the committee that 

was formed to inaugurate a branch of U3A in Kingston. Looking back, I am amazed at 

the amount of work which was accomplished by the officers of that inaugural committee 

– finding a venue, tutors, programmers, enrolments - yet all was ready to begin courses 

on 13th March 2000 for a membership of one hundred and twenty subscribers. By the 

commencement of Term 1 the six courses were full; the next term, eight courses were 

offered and the popularity has not waned in any of the following ten years. Nor has there 

been a lack of willing volunteers to do to the ever-increasing background committee 

work. 
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What follows is a recognition and a record of the elements that have gone into our 

particular U3A over a decade. Since ours began, another U3A has been established, in 

Glenorchy. Many matters have been shared amongst our six southern Tasmanian 

organisations by meeting together over the years, yet each organisation has maintained 

its own slant on the program it provides while remaining faithful to the cognitive 

challenge set by the original concept of the U3A founders. 

Third Age learning is all about learning for enjoyment and fulfilment; it is about ‘brain 

exercise’ for senior citizens. This may take many and various forms, as can be seen 

from the courses detailed in the following pages; some are more academic than 

practical and vice versa. U3A Kingborough Inc. has always endeavoured to provide a 

varied menu of courses. Allied to that requirement though has been a most important 

ingredient – the social side - providing like-minded older people with a venue to meet, 

to form friendships, to enjoy companionship and have, as one elderly member once 

remarked to me, a reason to get up in the morning. Not such a frivolous thought as one 

ages! 

It has been a fruitful decade of learning for me and for all of our U3A Kingborough 

members. Here’s to an equally productive and enjoyable future to add to this record of 

past activity. 

Sheila Given, Foundation President (1999-2003) 

November 2009 
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What is the University of the Third Age? 

University of the Third Age (U3A), L‘Universite du Troisieme Age, was founded in 

Toulouse in 1972 in response to French Government legislation that required universities 

to provide more community education for older adults. The experiment met with almost 

immediate success and soon swept across other European countries. 

By 1981 the idea had spread to Britain. There it was adapted by a group of enthusiasts at 

Cambridge and, instead of being dependent on universities, it was promoted as being a 

movement based on self-help and mutual aid – a kind of ‘intellectual democracy’. This 

means that the tutors or course leaders, those responsible for the administration of the 

organisation, and the members all have the same status and all give their services 

voluntarily. Both concepts have a similar aim – to promote lifelong learning. One has 

become known as the ‘French’ model, the other the ‘Cambridge’ model. Today U3As 

exist in one form or another in most western countries and some Asian ones, particularly 

in China. There are now millions of U3A members worldwide. The U3A concept was 

introduced into Australia, with the first meeting in Melbourne, in 1984. The Cambridge 

model was adopted as, at the time, Australian universities were not heavily committed to 

the idea of community education. 

Each U3A is an autonomous body, formed by people with a mutual interest in Third Age 

learning for pleasure, organised by the members for the members on a completely 

voluntary basis. There are no tests, exams or formal ‘homework’. 

Since the first Australian U3A started in Melbourne in 1984, the number of campuses has 

grown rapidly. By 2008 there were 211 Australian U3As with a total of over 64,535 

members. They ranged in size from Sydney U3A, with 5,200 members, to some with 20 

members or less. 
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The states and territories membership figures* issued in 2008 were: 

VIC  83 U3As  22,044 members  

NSW  56 U3As  17,846 members 

QLD  31 U3As  14,765 members 

WA  9 U3As  1,453 members 

ACT  1 U3A   2,200 members 

SA  8 U3As  1,535 members 

TAS.  6 U3As  2,036 members 

NT  3 U3A   274 members 

*U3As in Australia and New Zealand 2008: The Successful Ageing organisations 
Rick Swindell et al, Griffith University 2008 

The six Tasmanian U3As are: Hobart (founded in 1990), Cygnet (1991), Clarence (1993), 
Tasman (1998), Kingborough (1999), and Glenorchy (2007). 

In 2009, U3A Kingborough has a membership of 305. 

Postal address:U3A Kingborough Inc., P.O.Box 479, Kingston, TAS 7050 
Email address: u3akingborough@email4life.com.au  

For those members with access to the Internet, there is an informative local U3A website: 
www.u3akingborough.org.au. 

There is also a national website: www.u3aonline.org.au. U3A Kingborough is a member 
of this organisation, as are a number of individual members. 
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Developing U3A in Kingborough 1999 - 2009  

Between that first exploratory meeting in the Kingston Library in October 1999 and the 

inaugural meeting of the proposed committee on Friday December 3rd,  a possible venue 

had been found in which to conduct U3A Kingborough classes. It was located in the 

Adult Education Centre at 8 Hutchins Street Kingston, where there was ample parking. 

This first committee meeting was held in Room 1 in that complex and a tour of the 

facilities found A Block to be suitable for our needs. It had level access to three large 

classrooms, a small kitchen and a toilet, with a convenient ramp leading into the foyer.  

The usual chores were worked through at this first meeting: setting up a bank account; 

obtaining a Post Office Box; agreeing on an annual subscription ($20 per member which, 

at the next meeting, became $25); arranging to visit the Council Chambers; and 

approving a levy which could be charged by some tutors to cover costs related to their 

courses (eg. Photocopying). 

It was accepted by the committee that our U3A would begin in a small way and build up 

its program gradually. Classes would be for enjoyment and refreshment, offering a 

cognitive challenge in the areas of the humanities, arts, languages and science. There 

would be no entry requirements or exams. Costs would be kept to a minimum. Tutors and 

administrators would all be volunteers. There would be an individual annual subscription 

to cover all courses that a person might wish to attend in any one year. Lectures would be 

held in the daytime with some courses running for a few weeks, some for a term or a 

year. There would be three terms – similar to school terms. For most members of the 

Committee this was their first encounter with the practicalities of running a U3A. 

Although a few were long-time members in Hobart U3A, all were delighted that they 

could now enrol on their home turf and not have to find parking in the city or across the 

Derwent, in Clarence to attend classes.  

The Mayor of Kingborough, Don Hazell, proved that he was favourably disposed to the 

formation of U3A in the Municipality when he offered to help in kind (posters, flyers, 
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letters) and by photcopying big runs of documents. He sent this message, which was 

published in our first Newsletter: 

At the start of a new era in Kingboroug,h with the opening of our splendid new Council 
Chambers, I feel sure the introduction of U3A to the Municipality will add further to the 
quality of cultural life for our senior citizens. I commend the program and those who 
have joined and give my best wishes to this admirable initiative.  

At the following meeting of the committee in February, we heard that 118 people had 

already subscribed as members for the year 2000, that six classes had been arranged as 

well as a morning tea for the tutors beforehand. Executive positions on the Committee 

were agreed. The serious business of writing a Constitution, Incorporation and obtaining 

quotes for insurance was foreshadowed. 

We were on our way!  

U3A Kingborough Committee Members 1999 - 2009 

Management Committee. December 3rd 1999 
 

President Sheila Given 

Vice President Bernard Pettifer 

Secretary Marjorie Major  

Treasurer Pat Neilson 

Property Officer Michael Atkinson 

Newsletter Editor Don Gregg 

Programmers Thelma Rider, Netta McLaren, Pat House  

Social Secretary Sylvia McCarthy 

Advisory Panel  

Mrs Shirley Short 

Professor Julian Goldsmid 

Professor George Wade 
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2001 AGM  

President Sheila Given 

Vice president Bernard Pettifer 

Secretary Marjorie Major, Marian Jellyman  

Minutes Secretary Netta McLaren 

Treasurer Pat Neilsen 

Programmer Kitty Courtney  

Membership Venie Phillips 

Enrolments Venie Phillips, Brenda While 

Editor Don Gregg 

Social Secretary Sylvia McCarthy 

Property Officer Michael Atkinson  

Committee members Rosemary Heinrich, Harold Lord 

2002 AGM  
President Sheila Given 

Secretary Marian Jellyman  

Asst. Secretary Netta McLaren 

Treasurer Pat Neilsen 

Programmer Kitty Courtney  

Membership Venie Phillips 

Enrolments Venie Phillips, Brenda While 

Editor Don Gregg 

Social Secretary Thelma Rider 

Committee members Colin Phillips, Joan Perrett, George Richard 

2003 AGM  
President Bernard Pettifer 

Vice presidents Venie Phillips, Thelma Rider 

Secretary Netta McLaren 

Assistant Secretary Dulcie Taylor 

Treasurer Margaret Murray 
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Social Secretary Thelma Rider 

Membership Venie Phillips 

Enrolments Venie Phillips, Brenda While 

Programmers Kitty Courtney, Joan Perrett 

Newsletter Editor Marian Jellyman 

Public Officer Marian Jellyman 

Newsletter Dispatch Brenda While 

2004 AGM  
President Bernard Pettifer 

Secretary Margaret Murray 

Treasurer Dianne Melville 

Programmers Bronwen Parr, Kitty Courtney, Joan Perrett 

Membership Venie Phillips 

Enrolments Venie Phillips, Brenda While 

Social Secretary Dulcie Taylor 

Editor Marian Jellyman 

August 2004 Marcus Higgs seconded onto Committee 

2005 AGM  
President Bernard Pettifer 

Vice Presidents Marcus Higgs, Venie Phillips 

Secretaries Maureen Shegog, Margaret Murray 

Treasurer Diana Melville 

Programmers Bronwen Parr, Joan Perrett 

Membership Venie Phillips 

Enrolments Venie Phillips, Brenda While 

Social Secretary Dulcie Taylor 

Editor Marian Jellyman 

Committee members Edith Adler, Jean Lea  
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2006 AGM 
President Marcus Higgs 

Vice Presidents Venie Phillips, Marian Jellyman 

Secretary Jan Mills 

Treasurer Mike Poate 

Ass. Treasurer Wendy Worsley  

Programmers Jane Mays, Bronwen Parr, Julie Poate 

Social Secretary Dulcie Taylor 

Membership Jan Whitford 

Enrolments Jan Whitford 

Ass. Memb./Enrol. Roz Heinz 

Woodbridge Rep. Jean Lea 

2007 AGM  
President Marcus Higgs 

Vice Presidents Venie Phillips, Marian Jellyman  

Secretary Roz Heinz  

Treasurer Mike Poate  

Programmers Bronwen Parr, Jane Mays 

Membership Jan Whitford 

Enrolments Jan Whitford 

Editor Venie Phillips  

Woodbridge Rep. Jean Lea  

Social Secretary Dulcie Taylor 

Committee members Dorothy Mitsakis, Roz Heinz  

2008 AGM 
President Marcus Higgs 

Vice Presidents Jane Mays, John Culliton  

Secretary Pat Page  

Treasurer Marian Jellyman 

Editor Venie Phillips 

Enrolments Chris Noonan 
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Membership Chris Noonan 

Programmers Neil Hore, Lyn Schofield  

Committee members Pat Page, Uuske van Hulst 

Webmaster Bernard Apps 

2009 AGM 
President Jane Mays 

Vice Presidents Marcus Higgs, John Culliton 

Secretary Pat Page  

Treasurer Marian Jellyman 

Asst. Treasurer Kate McVea  

Programmer Bronwen Parr 

Social Secretary Dorothy Mitsakis 

Publicity Jean Newton 

Membership Venie Phillips, Kate McVie 

Enrolments Marcus Higgs 

Emails Venie Phillips 

Editor Louise Stewart 

Woodbridge Rep. Derdre Jarvis 

Committee members Jean Lea, Helen Potgieter 

Public Officer John Culliton 

Webmaster Bernard Apps 

 

To be commended:  

Auditor 2000-2009 Graham Denehey  



 13 

Courses, Tutors and Programmers  

When all the formalities are in place, the three essential elements of U3A provision are 

the courses, the programmers who arrange them and the tutors who present them. 

Over its ten-year history, the quality of all three has been the measure of perceived 

success enjoyed by U3A Kingborough. It would be tedious to list each and every course 

over three terms 2000 - 2009 but it may be of interest to mention that initial ‘menu’ of 

six courses set up - with help from the advisory panel - by the first programmers: 

Thelma Rider, Netta McLaren and Pat House. 

Great Religious Traditions John May 

Shakespeare - King Lear David Mallick 

Ten Composers Barrie de Jersey 

Aspects of Ancient Greek Civilisation Joe Priest 

The endocrine system and other aspects of biology Joe Barta 

Astronomy Peter Stevenson 

Much was owed by us in Kingston to this core of experienced tutors, stalwarts of U3A 

elsewhere, to start us off on the right foot. All the courses were filled before the start of 

Term 1, 2000. As the year progressed the number of courses gradually increased, added 

to by other experienced lecturers - including Gifford Causon, Ralph Chapman, Leone 

Scrivener and Noela Foxcroft – many of whom continued to contribute their expertise 

to us in the following years. Many new and innovative courses and engaging tutors 

have featured in our U3A offerings over the years. Memorable have been courses in 

painting, computers, poetry, religion, languages, science, history, music and travel. All 

appeared to appropriately engage our growing membership. By 2007, 22 courses a term 

were offered; this number has increased to the present total of 25 courses in third term 

2009 for, at the time of writing, a membership of over 300. 

While it may be somewhat invidious to single out particular courses, it would be remiss 

not to commend at least some of them. For instance, Barrie de Jersey’s music 
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afternoons in his own home, which had such a faithful following, as did Shirley 

Hodgson’s poetry classes and Richard Davis’ history lectures (I learnt all my Irish 

history from his talks, not from school lessons in my homeland as a youth!) Not 

forgetting either, Adrian Harmsen’s German and French classes over several years and, 

lately, Glenn Pullen’s poetry and quirky English language classes. Helen Quilty’s well-

patronised Art classes demonstrate her amazing contribution to the program, beginning 

in 2003 and continuing almost uninterrupted right up to Term 3 2009. Few can better 

that record of 7 years tutoring. Well done indeed, Helen. 

In addition to straightforward lectures, many and varied offshoots of learning have 

sprung up as needs and wants began to be expressed by individual members. These 

locally-lead ventures have included: self -organised Play Reading (Bernard Pettifer); 

Bushwalking, Strollers and Ramblers (Claire Morgan, Judy Sprent); Writers 

Workshops (Marian Jellyman); Computer Skills (Venie Phillips); Youth 3Abook Club 

(Bronwen Parr, Dorothy Mitsakis); Have your Say (Joy Tunney) and, for the musically 

minded, a Choir (Margot Lampkin, David Carr) and keyboard classes (Jan Mills). 

None of these activities would have come about but for the devotion to their task of the 

members who arranged the programs in the first place. Again, special mention of long-

serving programmers should be acknowledged: Kitty Courtney (2001-2004), Joan 

Perrett (2003- 2005); Bronwen Parr (2004-2007, 009) and Jane Mays (2006-2007). 

Each of them has given outstanding service to U3A Kingborough. Many thanks, girls! 

Among the diversity of topics covered, particularly in composite series of talks, have 

been those with a distinctively local flavour, for example: History of the Channel; 

Primary Production Businesses; The Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery; Local 

Authors and Illustrators; Plants and Gardening. Other recent initiatives have been 

several self-managed classes: Video Club, Games for the Mind, Musical Lunchtimes 

and Poems for Pleasure.  

The aforementioned is by no means an exhaustive list of courses but serves to illustrate 

the contribution made by tutors and programmers who have composed U3A 

Kingborough to date. The variety of courses available each term has catered for the 
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individual members’ expressed interests. Their annual subscription allows for entry into 

any or all of the subjects offered every term. Compared with other adult learning 

courses, for those joining U3A Kingborough this is great value for money at the present 

cost of $39 per person annually.  

In all of this activity, two other contributors to the effective running of U3A 

Kingborough should be acknowledged with gratitude: Marcus Higgs and Bernard 

Pettifer whose guiding hands have capably and conscientiously fulfilled their allotted 

three years as consecutive Presidents of U3A Kingborough. Where would it have been 

without you both? 

 

Commendation, Kingborough Council, on the presentation of the Certificate of 
Appreciation, 2010. 
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Events 

2001  June 13th Joint Meeting of southern U3As 

August - Opening Kingston Online Centre (venue for computer and family 
history classes)  

Kingston High School (computer classes)  

Incorporation is completed 

2002  13th September - Quiz at Clarence U3A October  

2003  3rd October - Premier Jim Bacon attends combined U3A meeting at Clarence 

2004   Adult Learners Week Afternoon tea, Kingston Library  

2005   Kingborough Summer program commences 

Membership Satisfaction Survey 

Courses expand to Woodbridge Campus at Westwinds Community Centre 

Choir sings at Christmas Wishing Tree in Wrest Point 

2006   Premier David Bartlett visits Kingston meeting of U3A presidents  

2 September - Celebration of Senior Life Kingston Beach Hall 

2007   U3A Kingborough AGM at Brookfield showcases: art displays, playreading, 
keyboarding and the launch of the Writers’ Group Anthology. 

Adult Learners Week grant 

Members attend 10th anniversary Tasman U3A 

2008   Development of web site (Bernard Apps)  

Marian Jellyman attends national U3A Conference in Darwin 

2009   Deputy Premier Lara Giddings unveils the audio loop 
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Acquisitions  

It is quite amusing to recall that, at the start in 1999, the Committee appointed a Property 

Officer. At the time, his sole acquisition was an overhead projector (on kind loan from 

Hobart U3A). Shortly afterwards, this was added to with a small lectern, then a screen 

was donated. Soon a small library of playreading scripts from the State Library came 

along, then a standing lectern was made and donated by Peter Martin. In our second year 

we purchased two bar stools, also our own slide projector, blinds for Room 1, another 

lectern and a quantity of embossed pens for presentation of thanks. By 2002 we began to 

contemplate needing safe storage facilities, and here Garren must be thanked for his 

cheerful service to U3A in that regard, likewise Sonya Moon in the Adult Ed.Office. 

How we have grown since those early days! The changes and improvements have come 

slowly on account of sparse funds and few public grants available to older people. 

Financial constraints meant that, as approximately 60% of U3A expenditure has been 

spent on room hire each year, only a small amount has been left for everything else 

including expensive equipment, most of which has been in the area of technology - never 

a cheap proposition. The on-going Committees are to be congratulated on the acquisitions 

they have managed to make over the years to achieve the level of stock now held. Among 

the latest acquisitions is the installation of an audio loop system (for those with T-systems 

on their hearing aids) funded from the Premier’s Special Fund, along with other sound 

equipment.  

In the meantime, among an impressive inventory of equipment acquired over the years 

are: 

2004  60+ cm TV plus DVD/VCR2005; TV trolley; Digital projector; Hand 
microphone; mobile phone 

2005  microwave, laptop and projector; amp and microphone 
2006  World map; relief map of Tasmania Laptop, Digital Camera, Digital 

projector, 3 mounted screens 
2007  Handheld microphone, Laptop, 2 flash drives, Life cam web 
2008  Speaker amplifier 
2009  JVC HiFi System 
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Apart from technology as such, much has been done to A Block to improve its 

appearance since the day we first entered it in December 1999. Our landlord, Adult 

Education, has had the three rooms repainted and recarpeted.  

Recently our own Committee has brightened the entrance foyer considerably with a 

'bistro’ setting of small tables and chairs at which to sit and enjoy coffee, from which to 

admire the attractive curtains on the windows or peruse the shelves of magazines or 

books in the new lending library (librarian Margot Wells). In addition, there is now a rack 

of apposite information and colourful notices stretching the length of the hallway. 

 Together with the well used kitchen, U3A Kingborough now has a comfortable - if 

slightly too small to accommodate our large membership - ‘home’ for the present, which 

is much appreciated. 

 

 

 

Hallway, A Block, Adult Education building, Kingsto n
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Social Activities 

Apart from the cognitive challenge that U3A offers to older people, perhaps its most 

beneficial outcome is the social aspect it affords those who join as members. In 

Kingborough this has really taken off right from that first end-of-year committee 

celebration in 2000 to what has become, over the decade, a traditional Christmas function 

for all members. In 2009 it was held at the Woodbridge Campus Westwinds.  

Every opportunity to socialise has been seized in the intervening years and quite a diverse 

‘menu’ has resulted. Initiatives include regular coffee mornings in local cafes, pot-luck 

lunches in classrooms at the end of term and eating with friends once a month in different 

restaurants on Sundays. Another tradition has been established with the holding, early 

each year, of a BBQ Sausage Sizzle at Dru Point Margate, with invitations extended to 

representatives of the other U3As to attend, which they have done. These functions have 

been attended by local politicians, too, including Paula Wreidt, Lara Giddings, Daniel 

Hume and Ross Butler. They have supported U3A in other ways as well.  

For the success of many of these functions, tribute should be paid to those who have 

graced the position of Social Secretary since U3A Kingborough commenced in 1999: 

Sylvia McCarthy, Thelma Rider, Dulcie Taylor and Dorothy Mitsakis; they have all 

shared their hospitable skills with us. 

A great sense of sharing pervades U3A Kingborough, not just the committee, the class 

representatives and the tutors, but every member. This is particularly important nowadays 

as the need for a concerted approach to climate change has come on the horizon very 

recently. We have all been urged to acquaint ourselves with this very serious topic, to 

take what positive steps towards a global solution as individuals and to share knowledge 

and information. 

In quite another context, a cautionary word for all U3A members on how not to share it 

around was written by Marian Jellyman (U3A Newsletter, January 2008):  

U3A members are great sharing people. We share a continuing delight in learning and in 
many cases in teaching as well. We make great friendships and laugh and sometimes cry 
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together at what life throws at us. We share knitting yarns, books, magazines, DVDs, 
eggs, spare vegetables and fruit. We share coffee and lunches. We walk and talk together 
and sometimes even go on holidays together. 

However there is one thing we need to be careful about sharing too freely. If you are 
feeling unwell, please do not come to a U3A course (maybe in the hope it will make you 
feel better). Please do not share your bugs/germs/infections with others. We are all 
getting older and often what starts as a simple cold can turn really nasty and become 
bronchitis, sinus infections or even pneumonia. 

So, if you are not feeling well - phone your class representatives and say you will not be 
there. Stay home and take care of yourself and before you know it, you will be back 
amongst friends again. 

Promotion  

The first committee meeting in 1999 appointed Don Gregg as Newsletter Editor. For the 

following three years he set just the right tone to promote U3A in our municipality. When 

he retired from the position after 13 remarkably effective editions he was succeeded by 

Marian Jellyman, whose name has a habit of appearing quite frequently in this Record. 

Her three-year incumbency was taken over in 2006 by Venie Phillips, another much 

valued contributor. Louise Stewart took over in 2009 and has also done a great job. 

The influence that the Newsletter exerts on our membership numbers, in addition to 

providing an outlet for information, owes much to these accomplished editors. In all, 

some forty editions have been published. The promotional exercise involves many 

behind-the-scenes helpers to assemble and post, a tedious task for many willing (but 

unsung) members. Nowadays, an increasing number receive the newsletter electronically.  

Another way of disseminating news of our U3A activities has been displays of work and 

photographs in the Kingston Library every so often, also in the A Block foyer. However, 

it is still possible to hear someone say, as I did in another meeting recently, “I don’t know 

anything about U3A”. Perhaps, word of mouth continues to be the best form of 

promotion and all members can practise doing that so our organisation can become better 

known. 
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As time goes by . . .  

******  

VALE  

Like our courses, which have come and gone, some members have been with us for a 

while then gone elsewhere but, sad to say, some have passed on. We remember with 

affection the service of Michael Atkinson (2001) Harold Lord. (2002) and Barrie de 

Jersey (2007) and those other members who have departed this life.  

In U3A Kingborough, we have valued knowing them.  

 

******  

 

One of the effects of establishing U3A in Kingston has been the impetus it has given to 

setting up other activities of importance to our senior citizens. In September 2005, a 

Celebration of Senior Life was held in Kingston Beach Hall during Adult Learners Week 

at which was outlined the needs of this sector of the population, perhaps for the first time 

in this municipality. It was well attended (including Lara Giddings , Will Hodgeman and 

the Mayor).  

One of the spin-offs from that event was the formation of the Kingborough Senior Action 

Group (KSAG) which went on to do excellent lobbying on the manner modelled of the 

Seniors Action Eastern Shore (SAGES) group. Another was the setting in train, by the 

Council, of the Kingston Plan for Positive Ageing. This has gathered momentum and is 

currently in its implementation phase. The Council now has a dedicated website to help 

‘prioritise and implement’ its Positive Ageing Plan. 

����������	�

��
�������������������
��������   
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Lest it be thought that all has been plain sailing over the course of the past decade, it 

should be noted that U3A Kingborough has had its share of concerns, though they are 

few in number. Among them was the large jump in insurance premiums faced in 2001, 

which was eventually sorted out. There have been times when compliance with the 

Privacy Act has meant additional work for our organisation. One persistent problem has 

been the driveway to the premises. Our neighbours – in the Council Chambers and the 

Kingston Library – are chary of U3A members parking cars in their particular parking 

areas. This leaves the inadequacy of the Adult Ed car-park and especially its single 

entry/exit point, as a continuing source of difficulty, yet to be resolved. As we have 

grown into our satisfactory base in Hutchins Street, the future of its availability has 

exercised our thinking as Kingston pursues its Master Plan and the Department of 

Education withdraws from the present High School site. Will there continue to be 

appropriate accommodation for U3A? 

All in all, it may be said that during this decade U3A Kingborough has been a catalyst for 

change and a model contributor to successful ageing. This was recognised at the 

Kingborough Council's Australia Day Celebration 2010, when U3A Kingborough Inc. 

was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation for its “selfless and outstanding contribution to 

Kingborough over an extended period”.  

Coming back for the next decade? 

But coming back for what? asked Margaret Richardson in Newsletter 32, two 
years ago. Stimulating courses? Pleasant tutors? Of course! But perhaps most 
of all I’ll be coming back for the people, for the students – to me the most 
important commodity that U3A has to offer. Some attend, supported by 
walking sticks or walking frames. Others still retaining their youthful spring 
and bounce but all bright, cheerful, friendly and helpful. Smiles and nods 
abound. Names remembered. And their genuine concern for each other’s well-
being is heart warming. These senior citizens have amazed and inspired me. 

 

What more is there to say? 

 
 


